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Nuclear Regulatory Commission § 9.103 

Subpart C—Government in the 
Sunshine Act Regulations 

SOURCE: 42 FR 12877, Mar. 7, 1977, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 9.100 Scope of subpart. 
This subpart prescribes procedures 

pursuant to which NRC meetings shall 
be open to public observation pursuant 
to the provisions of 5 U.S.C. 552b. This 
subpart does not affect the procedures 
pursuant to which NRC records are 
made available to the public for inspec-
tion and copying which remain gov-
erned by subpart A, except that the ex-
emptions set forth in § 9.104(a) shall 
govern in the case of any request made 
pursuant to § 9.23 to copy or inspect the 
transcripts, recordings, or minutes de-
scribed in § 9.108. Access to records con-
sidered at NRC meetings shall continue 
to be governed by subpart A of this 
part. 

[52 FR 49362, Dec. 31, 1987] 

§ 9.101 Definitions. 
As used in this subpart: 
(a) Commission means the collegial 

body of five Commissioners or a 
quorum thereof as provided by section 
201 of the Energy Reorganization Act 
of 1974, or any subdivision of that colle-
gial body authorized to act on its be-
half, and shall not mean any body not 
composed of members of that collegial 
body. 

(b) Commissioner means an individual 
who is a member of the Commission. 

(c) Meeting means the deliberations 
of at least a quorum of Commissioners 
where such deliberations determine or 
result in the joint conduct or disposi-
tion of official Commission business, 
that is, where discussions are suffi-
ciently focused on discrete proposals or 
issues as to cause or to be likely to 
cause the individual participating 
members to form reasonably firm posi-
tions regarding matters pending or 
likely to arise before the agency. De-
liberations required or permitted by 
§§ 9.105, 9.106, or 9.108(c) do not con-
stitute ‘‘meetings’’ within this defini-
tion. 

(d) Closed meeting means a meeting of 
the Commission closed to public obser-
vation as provided by § 9.104. 

(e) Open meeting means a meeting of 
the Commission open to public obser-
vation pursuant to this subpart. 

(f) Secretary means the Secretary to 
the Commission. 

(g) General Counsel means the Gen-
eral Counsel of the commission as pro-
vided by section 25(b) of the Atomic 
Energy Act of 1954 and section 201(f) of 
the Energy Reorganization Act of 1974, 
and, until such time as the offices of 
that officer are in the same location as 
those of the Commission, any member 
of his office specially designated in 
writing by him pursuant to this sub-
section to carry out his responsibilities 
under this subpart. 

[42 FR 12877, Mar. 7, 1977, as amended at 50 
FR 20891, May 21, 1985] 

§ 9.102 General requirement. 

Commissioners shall not jointly con-
duct or dispose of Commission business 
in Commission meetings other than in 
accordance with this subpart. Except 
as provided in § 9.104, every portion of 
every meeting of the Commission shall 
be open to public observation. 

§ 9.103 General provisions. 

The Secretary shall ensure that all 
open Commission meetings are held in 
a location such that there is reasonable 
space and adequate visibility and 
acoustics, for public observation. No 
additional right to participate in Com-
mission meetings is granted to any per-
son by this subpart. An open meeting is 
not part of the formal or informal 
record of decision of the matters dis-
cussed therein except as otherwise re-
quired by law. Statements of views or 
expressions of opinion made by Com-
missioners or NRC employees at open 
meetings are not intended to represent 
final determinations or beliefs. Such 
statements may not be pleaded, cited, 
or relied upon before the Commission 
or in any proceeding under part 2 of 
these regulations (10 CFR part 2) ex-
cept as the Commission may direct. 
Members of the public attending open 
Commission meetings may use small 
electronic sound recorders to record 
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